
 

Key Facts 
• Rice delphacid (Tagosodes orizicolus) is a sap-feeding planthopper; nymphs cause most damage 
• Injury leads to stunting, yellowing, and hopperburn 
• Has recently expanded into the rice-growing regions of TX, LA, and AR 
• Multiple generations per season allow rapid population buildup 
• Courier® (buprofezin) provides activity on nymphs by disrupting molting with up to 21 days of control 

 

Rice Delphacid 

The Rice Delphacid (Tagosodes orizicolus) is a planthopper pest of rice that feeds on 
plant sap- causing yellowing, stunting, and yield loss. It is the vector of the “Hoja Blanca” 
virus (RHBV). High populations can result in hopperburn and reduced grain fill. 
 

Rice delphacid is native to Latin America and the Caribbean. It has historically been a 
major rice pest in Central and South America before moving northward. 
Rice delphacids feed primarily on the phloem tissue of rice plants. Both nymphs and 
adults remove plant sap, weakening plants and reducing vigor. Feeding injury is most 
damaging during the early vegetative growth and tillering stages. 
 

The rice delphacid undergoes incomplete metamorphosis with egg, nymph, and adult 
stages. Eggs are laid within rice plant tissue near the base of stems. Nymphs pass 
through several instars while feeding at the plant base. Multiple overlapping generations 
can occur within a single growing season under warm conditions. 

Courier Control Results 

Field trials show Courier (buprofezin) provides consistent control of rice delphacid nymphs by disrupting 
molting. Fields treated with Courier had significant reductions in nymph density and slower population 
rebound than local standards and untreated checks, providing control for up to 21 days after treatment. 

Fig 3. Mean total of Rice Delphacid 
(adults + nymphs) in 15 sweeps at 

21 days after treatment (DAT) in the 
trial conducted in Waller, Co., TX, 

2025. Dr. Lina Bernaola, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research. Beaumont, TX. 

 
*Section 18 Emergency Exemptions 
have been approved by the EPA for 

Endigo, Tenchu, and Courier. 
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Fig 1. Rice Delphacid Adult. 

Fig 2. Rice Delphacid Nymphs. 
 

©2026 Nichino America, Inc. All rights reserved. Courier is a registered trademark of Nichino America, Inc. All other products are property 
of their respective owners. Always read and follow all label directions. | 888-740-7700 | www.nichino.net            COR-RDC-2601 

Rice Delphacid at 21 DAT 
 

Application Recommendations 
• Use Rate: 9.0 – 13.6 fl oz/A 
• Trials have shown the 13.6 fl oz rate can provide up to 21 days of control. 
• Treatment should be applied when the nymphal population level of rice delphacid reaches the economic threshold. 

Consult your local agricultural advisor or state cooperative extension service for best practices in your region. 
 

Scouting Reports 
Texas: First detected in the Upper Gulf Coast rice region around 2015 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas: Detected in southwest rice-producing areas in 2025 


